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Prepare to Grow!
Governor Bob Riley Speaks to Community Leaders

     The Eastern Shore Chamber
of Commerce Economic Develop-
ment Council (EDC) recently held
a special Economic Development
conference and presented Gover-
nor Bob Riley as the keynote
speaker.  The event was held on
July 12 at the Five Rivers Delta
Resource Center in Spanish Fort.
Invited guests included partners of
the Chamber’s Blueprint for
Tomorrow (BFT) strategic plan,
board of directors and board of
advisors.  The meeting was an
opportunity for the Chamber to
report progress on accomplishing
the goals of the BFT.
     Joe Bullock, past vice chair-
man of the Council, opened the
program with a special thanks to
the sponsors of the event:  Hancock
Bank, Mobile Gas, Baldwin EMC and
Huntington College.  Also thanked was
Five Rivers Delta Resource Center for
hosting the conference.  He then
introduced Diane Anderson, who is the
incoming vice chairman.
     Anderson welcomed the guests and
introduced the various chairs of the task
forces that make up the Economic
Development Council: Scott Koser,
chair of the Technology/Research Park
Task Force; Paige Thatcher, chair of
the Transportation Task Force; Eric
Nager, chair of the Business Academy
Task Force; and Jim Byrd, chair of the
Business Survey Task Force.
     Strong economic growth is coming
to lower Alabama.  Gov. Riley told the

group the future is bright for the
entire region.  He encouraged
everyone to stay involved and
united in the planning and decision
making process to ensure quality
growth.
     Two examples of strong
economic growth Riley sited were
the steel mill planned in Mobile
County and the USA Mitchell
Cancer Center.  Riley noted that
more such economic growth will
impact the area in the near future.
He teased the crowd by saying he
will soon be announcing a new
business in south Alabama that
will be every bit as exciting.
     “There’s a lot going on, but
nowhere in Alabama do you have
more economic opportunity than

you do in the two most southern coun-
ties,” he said.
    Riley also mentioned that royalties
from natural gas wells offshore in the

Please see Gov. Riley, Page 4

“Alabama is on the cusp
of greatness, or

magnificence. You have
more influence than you

can possibly imagine.  Be
a part of the accomplish-

ment.  Be a part of the
planning.  Work with all
your leaders to help small

business.  Don’t ever
underestimate your

influence.”

~ Governor Bob Riley
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Board of DirectorsAmbassador of  the Month

Business After Hours
Thursday, August 2, 5 - 7 pm

First National Bank of Baldwin County
408 Fairhope Avenue, Fairhope

Eggs & Issues
Tuesday, August 14, 7:30 am

Daphne United Methodist Church
2401 Main Street, Daphne

Speaker:  Dr. Faron Hollinger, Baldwin County Schools
Cost: $10 (per person)

Reservations Must be Made and Must be Paid
621-8222

Joey Butler
First Gulf Bank

     He’s everywhere!  Joey Butler was
once again selected as Ambassador of
the Month for the Chamber for his
high-level involvement in Chamber
events and activities.
     Chamber Ambassadors serve as
liaisons between the Chamber and
local business community, and engage
in various activities that result in the
increased involvement and retention of
Chamber members.
     Serving this fiscal year are Frank Barragan, Cellular South; Sandra Bostrom,
Spanish Fort Educational Enrichment Foundation; Mary Brabner, Regions Bank; Kitty
Bradshaw, Covenant Hospice; Joey Butler, First Gulf Bank; Jim Byrd, Safe Harbor
Financial Services; Sandy Cooke, Eastern Shore Physical Therapy; Danny Corte,
Home Mortgage Consultants; Charles Czajkowski, Consumer Credit Counseling
Services of Mobile; Regina Hanberg, Suntrust Mortgage; Millie Sue Hawk, Welcome
Friends; Barbara Ladnier, Homestead Village; Fred Minke,  Home Relief Health
Services; Lana Mosley, RBC Centura Bank; Denise Rabb, Affordable Decor; Andy
Ralph, Thomas Hospital; Anne Reese, First Gulf Bank; Lauren Safley, Vision Bank;
Linda Scott, Scott & Associates; Morgan Slay, Alabama Properties, LLC; Mark
Stejskal, First Gulf Bank; Sherry Sullivan, City of Fairhope; Elsa Van Eysbergen,
Guarantee Title Company and Sally Wagner, Hartmann, Blackmon & Kilgore.

Thanks to our Ambassadors!
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     Three Infirmary Health
System executives recently
became Fellows of the
American College of
Healthcare Executives
(ACHE), the nation’s leading
professional society for
healthcare leaders. Owen
Bailey, executive vice
president at Infirmary Health
System; Mark Boles, senior

vice president at Infirmary Health System; and Howard
Holcomb, vice president at Infirmary Health System and
administrator of Thomas Medical Center, earned the privilege
to use the FACHE credential, which signifies board certifica-
tion in healthcare management and ACHE Fellow status.

     “Because healthcare management ultimately affects the
people in our communities, it is critically important to have a
standard of excellence promoted by a professional organiza-
tion,” Thomas C. Dolan, PhD, FACHE, CAE, president and
chief executive officer of ACHE said. “By becoming an
ACHE Fellow and simultaneously earning board certification
from ACHE, healthcare leaders can show that they are
committed to providing high-quality service to their patients
and community.”

     Fellow status represents achievement of the highest stan-
dard of professional development. In fact, only 5,400 healthcare
executives hold this distinction. To obtain Fellow status, candi-
dates must fulfill multiple requirements, including passing a
comprehensive examination, meeting academic and experiential
criteria, earning continuing education credits and demonstrating
professional/community involvement. Fellows are also commit-
ted to ongoing professional development and undergo recertifi-
cation every three years.

     The ACHE is an international professional society of more
than 30,000 healthcare executives who lead our nation’s
hospitals, healthcare systems and other healthcare organiza-
tions. ACHE is known for its prestigious credentialing and
educational programs and its annual Congress on Healthcare
Leadership, which draws more than 4,000 participants each
year. ACHE is also known for its journal, the Journal of
Healthcare Management, and magazine, Healthcare Execu-
tive, as well as ground-breaking research and career develop-
ment and public policy programs. ACHE’s publishing division,
Health Administration Press, is one of the largest publishers of
books and journals on all aspects of health services manage-
ment in addition to textbooks for use in college and university
courses. Through such efforts, ACHE works toward its goal of
being the premier professional society for healthcare leaders by
providing exceptional value to its members.

Infirmary Health System Executives Earn Top
Healthcare Management Credential

The Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed new
member The Rental Shoppe, Inc., located in Toro Plaza in Spanish
Fort.  Attending the ribbon cutting were, front row(from left):  Royce
and LaVerne Stewart, owner’s parents; Greg Stewart, owner; Jill
Stewart, wife of owner and Linda Scott, chamber ambassador.  Back
row: Andy Ralph, chamber ambassador.  The Rental Shoppe offers a
wide variety of supplies needed for weddings, receptions and
parties.  For more information call 895-0315.

The Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce recently celebrated the
opening of new member Bridesmaids Galore and More located at
106 5th Street in Daphne.  Attending the ribbon cutting were: (left
to right, back row): Flo Stanton, information specialist for the
Chamber; Fred Minke, Chamber ambassador; and Robert
Washburn of Bridesmaids Galore and More.  (Left to right, front
row): Joey Butler, Chamber ambassador; Donna Carpenter, owner
of Bridesmaids Galore and More; Anne Reese, Chamber ambassa-
dor and Jay Hasting, tourism director of the Chamber.  Brides-
maids Galore and More is all a full service formal boutique
providing wedding attire, prom and pageant gowns, tuxedos, and
special occasion  attire, such as Mardi Gras gowns.  Call 626-
8866 for more information.
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~Focus~Board  of Advisors

Home-Based Business Expo
Deadline August 17

     Would you like a little more exposure for your home-based business?
Maybe your chamber can help!

     There will be a Home-Based Business Expo at our regular Business After
Hours on September 6 at the Lake Forest Yacht Club in Daphne.
Participating home-based businesses will be provided their own individual  3’
x  3’ table, an identifying placard and the opportunity to market products
and/or services to the attendees at Business After Hours.

     Setting up a display in this relaxed setting and casual atmosphere offers
an opportunity to market your business in a way that doesn’t cost much time
or money and has the potential for increasing your profits.  The price for a
display table is $25, and the number of spots available is limited.

     Please contact Judy at 621-8222 to reserve your space by August 17, or
ask any questions.

Chris Myers started his automotive career as a salesperson for Ross
Downing Chevrolet in Hammond , Louisiana. Much to everyone’s surprise, in
1980, Chris, his wife Weezie, and two daughter’s moved to the Eastern Shore. In
1981 Chris purchased Thomas Pontiac-GMC.

During the first year, as Myers recalls, people would come by and shop,
but they were afraid to purchase because they feared the dealership might not be
there to service their  vehicle.

Chris Myers Automall is a locally owned, family operated business. In
addition to the GMC-Pontiac lines, Nissan was added in 1982, Jeep and
Chrysler in 1999, and in 2006 Buick and Dodge. Chris is proud of his
dealership’s reputation built on courteous, honest sales and service.

Chris Myers is an active part of our community. In addition to supporting
the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce Blueprint for Tomorrow, he supports
many school and civic organizations in Baldwin and Mobile Counties, including
Thomas Hospital, YMCA, and St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Meet Chris Myers
Owner, Chris Myers Automall

Cont’d from Page 1, Gov. Riley

 Gulf will also provide an economic
impact to the area.  He said the funds
will help fund restructuring the Cause-
way to open the flow of river water
through the bay, thereby greatly improv-
ing the delicate ecosystem.  He encour-
aged the community leaders to keep in
contact with the state elected officials to
push for the quality of growth sought by
the entire community.
     “Alabama is on the cusp of great-
ness, or magnificence,” he said.  “You
have more influence than you can
possibly imagine.  Be a part of the
accomplishment.  Be a part of the
planning.  Work with all your leaders to
help small business.  Don’t ever under-
estimate your influence.”
     The Eastern Shore Chamber Eco-
nomic Development Council goals are
part of the Blueprint for Tomorrow five-
year strategic plan.  One of the goals is
to hold two luncheons yearly to educate
and inform the partners of the BFT,
board of directors and board of advisors
of the ecomic growth in the area and to
grow support for a sustainable quality of
life.

CHAMBER CONNECTIONS
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The Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed new
member Lesco-John Deer Landscape with a ribbon cutting at
26280 Public Works Road in Daphne.  Attending the event were (L-
R):  Cornell Robbins, City of Daphne; Joey Butler, chamber
ambassador; John Schmidt, Lesco-John Deer Landscape; Linda
Scott, chamber ambassador; Ed Slatton and Chris Wilson, Lesco-
John Deere Landscape; Mayor Fred Small, City of Daphne; Robert
Palmer, Lesco-John Deer Landscape; Sally Wagner and Anne Reese,
chamber ambassadors and Jane Robbins, City of Daphne.  Lesco-
John Deere Landscape sells landscape supplies such as seed,
fertilizer, insecticides, and herbicides.  The company also sells
landscape equipment such as spreaders, mowers, sprayers, aera-
tors, renovators, trimmers, blowers, edgers and accessories.
Irrigation systems can also be purchased from the company.  For
more information call 626-8178.

The Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce was on hand for the
ribbon cutting of Wal-Mart located at 1004 Co. Rd. 48 in Fairhope
to announce their grand opening for July 18th, 2007.  Attending the
event were (left to right)  chamber ambassador Regina Hamburg,
Wanda McNeil, employee, ambassador Dan Corte, Kevin Smith –
Store Manager, Sherry Sullivan – City of Fairhope, Desha Lott and
Wanda Cooper – employees, and Rose Hall with the Eastern Shore
Chamber.  For store information call 990-9006.

CHAMBER CONNECTIONS
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New
Members

New & Renew Members
as of

July 17, 2007

Renewed
Members

RE/MAX By The Bay
Teresa King
6483 Van Buren St., Ste.
101
Daphne
554-2661

Pittman Tractor
Company, Inc.
Trip Pittman
9652 Milton Jones Rd.
Daphne
621-3555

East Bay Medical, PC
Frank Quinones
105 B Lottie Ln.
Fairhope
990-7330

Kirkman
Construction, LLC
Nick Kendall
P. O. Box 578
Summerdale
989-6012

Shelter Products, Inc.
John Austin
2224 Stanton Rd.
Daphne
517-1230

Fairhope Family Medi-
cine, LLP
Regan Andrade
8076 Spring Run Dr.
Fairhope
928-1442

Time Plus Payroll
Suzanne Luker
82 Plantation Pointe, Ste.
213
Fairhope
753-8222

Environmental Erosion &
Flood Control Corp.
Lisa Powell
P. O. Box 1318
Fairhope
929-3238

The Rental Shoppe, Inc.
Greg Stewart
9945 Spanish Fort Blvd.,
Ste. I
Spanish Fort
895-0315

Cooper Law
A.J. Cooper
21 South Section St.
Fairhope
928-5720

CyberComm Communi-
cations, Inc.
Paul Connell
8757 Rand Ave., Ste. A
Daphne
625-6815

Rands Hot Dawg Co.,
LLC
Ron Patton
P. O. Box 632
Daphne
625-4066

HR Co-Tran, LLC
Jason Johnson
19059 Greeno Rd.
Fairhope
990-9229

T-Mobile
Julie Nguyen
30500 Hwy. 181, Ste. 713
Spanish Fort
626-1928

Bayside Time Saver, Inc.
Laura Florey
145 Oakwood Ave.
Fairhope
545-4249

A.G. Edwards & Sons,
Inc.
Katherine Monroe
Investment Brokers/
Securities
Member 21 Years

A T & T
Telecommunication
Products & Services
Member 6 Years

Alltel
Telecommunication
Products & Services
Member 1 Year

Away At The Bay
Bed & Breakfast Inn
Member 20 Years

Baldwin County Home
Builders Assoc.
Home Builders Trade
Association
Member 23 Years

Baldwin Eye Clinic-One
Hr. Optical
Optometrists
Member 11 Years

Bay Animal Clinic
Veterinarians
Member 19 Years

Bay Eyes Cataract &
Laser Center, Inc.
Physicians & Surgeons –
Ophthalmologists
Member 21 Years

Bay Title Insurance
Company
Title Insurance Company
Member 14 Years

Bayside Academy
School – Private
Member 21 Years

Bayside Bungalow
Short Term Rental
Member 4 Years

Beard Equipment
Heavy Equipment
Member 4 Years

Beds And Blinds, Inc.
Blinds/Interior Shutters/
Draperies/Widow Film
Member 4 Years

Breland Corporation
Real Estate Development
Member 15 Years

Brenny’s Jewelry
Company
Jewelry Stores
Member 21 Years

Brown Financial
Advisory
Financial Planners &
Consultants
Member 21 Years

Business Information
Solutions
Computer-Hardware/
Software Sales & Service
Member 6 Years

Cellular South
Cellular Phones &
Satellite
Member 7 Years

Center for Family
Health & Wellness
Physicians-Chiropractic
Member 14 Years

Chick-fil-A
Restaurant-Fast Food
Member 2 Years

Clark Personnel
Services
Employment Agency
Member 13 Years

Cliff Stapleton Catering,
Inc.
Catering
Member 11 Years

Coldwell Banker JME
Realty
Realtors
Walter Ernest, IV –
Member 2 Years
Lorene M. McCants –
Member 23 Years
Member 2 Years

Compass Bank
Fairhope Branch
Bank
Member 25 Years

Daphne Animal Hospital
Veterinarian
Member 15 Years

Dauphin Realty of
Baldwin County
Real Estate Company
Member 25 Years

Delta Airboat Express
Air Boat Tours
Member 1 Year

ERA Class.com
Denise Weston
Realtor
Member 6 Years

Eastern Shore Art
Center
Art Gallery
Member 25 Years

Eastern Shore Institute
of Lifelong Learning
Educational Organization
Member 23 Years

El Mexicano
Restaurant
Member 6 Years

Fair Hope Films, LLC
Video Production
Company
Member 1 Year

Fairhope Floor Covering
& Interiors
Floor Covering
Member 24 Years

Fairhope Health Foods
Health Food Store
Member 25 Years

CHAMBER CONNECTIONS
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Fairhope Physical
Therapy
Physical Therapy
Member 14 Years

Fairhope’s Storybook
Guest House
Bed & Breakfast Inn
Member 1 Year

First Gulf Bank
Banks
Daphne Branch –
Member 22 Years
Fairhope Branch –
Member 7 Years

Goodyear dba/Alabama
Auto Service
Automobile Service/
Repair/Tires
Member 10 Years

Hartmann, Blackmon &
Kilgore, PC
Accountants –
Certified Public
Xavier A. Hartmann, III –
Member 25 Years
J. Earl Blackmon –
Member 25 Years
Sally Wagner –
Member 9 Years
Dennis Sherrin –
Member 9 Years

Henry Crawford
Individual Member
Member 24 Years

Herndon’s Marketing
Design
Advertising Art &
Graphic Design
Member 21 Years

Historic Blakeley State
Park
State Park
Member 27 Years

Hooter’s
Restaurant
Member 4 Years

Hunter Security, Inc.
Security Control
Equipment & Systems
Member 24 Years

Hutchinson, Moore &
Rauch, LLC
Engineering & Survey-
ing
Member 14 Years

IDeACOM of the Gulf
Coast
Telephone & Voice Mail
Systems
Member 12 Years

Interstate Printing
Printer
Member 14 Years

Irby & Heard, PC
Attorneys
Sam W. Irby –
Member 31 Years
W. Kenneth Heard –
Member 9 Years

J. Kenneth Hanak &
Company, PC
Accountant – Certified
Public
Member 32 Years

Jim House & Associ-
ates, Inc.
Wastewater-Treatment/
Systems/Equipment
Member 12 Years

John A. Robertson
Insurance
Insurance Agency
Member 25 Years

Jordan Automotive, Inc.
Automotive Service/
Repair/Tires
Member 9 Years

Ken Knutsen
Individual Member
Member 10 Years

Knodel Associate
Architects
Architectural Firm
Member 1 Year

LuLu’s Homeport
Marina
Restaurant
Member 6 Years

M & F Casuals
Clothing & Accessories-
Women’s & Children’s
Member 31 Years

Magnolia Springs Bed
& Breakfast
Bed & Breakfast Inns
Member 10 Years

Making Waves
Charters
Charter-Touring,
Fishing, Sailing &
Private Parties
Member 10 Years

Manders & Company
Real Estate Company
Member 14 Years

Mathes of Alabama
Electrical Supply
Electric & Lighting
Supplies
Member 21 Years

Mediacom
Cable Television
Member 25 Years

Medical Park OB-GYN,
PC
Physicians & Surgeons-
OBGYN & Reproductive
Member 11 Years

Medicap Pharmacy
Pharmacy
Member 7 Years

Mobile Symphony, Inc.
Performing Arts
Member 11 Years

Mobile/Baldwin Register
Newspaper
Member 31 Years

Montrose Hideaway Bed-
and-Breakfast Retreat
Bed & Breakfast Inn
Member 3 Years

Morgan Stanley
Chad Carrick
Investment Broker/
Securities
Member 3 Years

Nall Printing
Printer
Member 19 Years

Omni Health and Fitness
Health & Fitness Center
Member 1 Year

Pet Haven
Pet Shop
Member 25 Years

Prudential Nichols Real
Estate
Real Estate Company
Member 30 Years

Quail Creek Estates
Developer/Subdivision
Member 5 Years

Randy’s Bar & Grill
Restaurant
Member 2 Years

RE/MAX By The Bay
Judy Niemeyer
Realtor
Member 23 Years

Rep. Randy Davis
Individual Member
Member 5 Years

River Park Transmis-
sion
Transmissions
Member 15 Years

Riviera Utilities
Utility Company
Member 42 Years

Roberts Brothers Real
Estate
Fran Faust Slade
Realtor
Member 18 Years

SeeCoast Manufacturing
Company
Telescope Manufacturers
Member 21 Years

Shoreline Power
Equipment, LLC
Lawn Mower Service &
Sales
Member 5 Years

Southern Capital
Services
Investment Advisors/
Managers
Member 5 Years

Southern Sign &
Graphics
Signs & Banners
Member 4 Years

Southern Veranda
Flowers & Gifts, Inc.
Florists & Gift Shops
Member 13 Years

Sportsman’s Marine &
Outdoor Center, Inc.
Marine Equipment &
Supplies
Member 11 Years

State Farm Insurance
Lad Drago
Insurance-Financial
Services
Member 1 Year

Taking Off Hot Air
Balloon Company
Hot Air Balloon Rides
Member 3 Years

Terry Thompson
Chevrolet
Automobile Dealer-New
& Used
Member 23 Years

The Mitchell Company
Real Estate Development
Member 1 Year

The Picture Show
Gift Shop
Member 19 Years

Theatre 98 of Baldwin
County, Inc.
Theater-Stage
Member 23 Years

Thomas Hospital
Hospital
Member 23 Years

Thompson Tractor
Company, Inc.
Tractor/Equipment
Dealers
Member 20 Years

Tonsmeire Properties
Apartments
Member 30 Years

Trax Tires, Inc.
Automobile Service/
Repair/Tires
Member 5 Years

USS Alabama Battleship
Memorial Park
Attractions
Member 20 Years

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
#934
Daphne Store
Department Store
Member 21 Years

Wendy A. Pierce, PC
Attorney
Member 8 Years

Westminster Village
Retirement & Assisted
Living Communities
Member 25 Years

Wilson Computer
Consulting &
Maintenance
Computer & Network
Services
Member 15 Years

Wiregrass Hospice, Inc.
Hospice
Member 3 Years

CHAMBER CONNECTIONS
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Tourism
Traffic Report

June 2007

June  2007  2,125
June 2006  2,097

International Visitors:
June 2007  68
June 2006  15

Tourism information is
available at www.eschamber.com

Demographics Update
Data for Baldwin Co.

June 2007

Total Homes Sold:  244
Total Homes On Market:  3,267
Average Days on Market: 148

Average Selling Price:  $273,864
Total Condos Sold:  67

Total Condos on Market 3,069
Average Days on Market:  203

Average Selling Price:  $349,707

Unemployment Data:
Alabama 5/07 - 3.5%   5/06 - 3.6%
Baldwin 5/07 - 2.3%   5/06 - 2.4%

U.S. 5/07 - 4.5%   5/06 - 4.6%

Resources:
Baldwin County Association of Realtors
Alabama Dept. of Industrial Relations
Alabama Bureau of Labor Statistics

AUGUST 2007

2  Business After Hours, 5 - 7 pm, First
National Bank of Baldwin County in Fairhope,
621-8222.  An Eastern Shore Chamber of
Commerce event.
2  Taste of the Eastern Shore, Daphne Civic
Center, 7 pm, 626-5300.
14  Eggs & Issues, 7:30 am, Daphne United
Methodist Church, speaker:  Dr. Faron
Hollinger, Baldwin County Schools, 621-8222.
An Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce
event.
16-19  Thunder on the Gulf in Orange Beach,
power boat races, 1-866-954-RACE or
www.thunderonthegulf.com.
25  Grand Summer Ball, benefiting Thomas
Hospital, at Grant Hotel Marriott, 990-1512.

SEPTEMBER 2007

3  Labor Day!  Chamber offices closed.
6  Business After Hours, 5 - 7 pm, Lake Forest
Yacht Club, Home-Based Business Expo, 621-
8222.  An Eastern Shore Chamber of Com-
merce event.
11  Eggs & Issues, 7:30 am, 621-8222.  An
Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce event.
15  Coastal Cleanup, Fairhope Pier and May
Day Park in Daphne, 621-1216.
29-30  Jubilee Festival, 10 am - 5 pm, Olde
Towne Daphne, 621-8222.  An Eastern Shore
Chamber of Commerce event.

Check out the
Eastern Shore

Chamber of
Commerce’s

NEW
Web site at

www.eschamber.com

CHAMBER CONNECTIONS


